
SAFS Principal Investigator Status Policy 

Faculty 

Faculty in the ranks of Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, Professor, Research Assistant 

Professor, Research Associate Professor, Research Professor, Assistant Professor WOT, 

Associate Professor WOT, Professor WOT, and Emeritus are evaluated for PI status on 

appointment. Assignment of PI status will be based on a vote of the faculty of equivalent or 

higher rank and approval by the Dean of the College of the Environment.  

UW-PNNL Dual Appointees 

UW-PNNL Dual Appointees are automatically eligible for PI status without limitation as 

described in the 2011 UW-PNNL MOU Concerning Dual Appointees. Dual Appointees are 

expected to be co-PIs with a SAFS faculty member of any submitted grants.  

Research Scientists 

Research Scientists do not have PI status in SAFS except under exceptional circumstances, as 

outlined below. 

Requirements 

Research Scientists who have demonstrated consistent research productivity, the ability to 

design and work independently on research, and to manage research projects may be 

considered for PI status. Only Research Engineers / Research Scientist 4 Grade 9 or higher 

with PhD degrees (or, in  very exceptional circumstances MS degrees), a demonstrated ability 

to develop and lead a research program over an extended period of time, and access to the 

infrastructure, space and equipment needed for conducting research can be considered for PI 

status. All applicants must have at least three years of professional research experience since 

being awarded their PhD degrees (five years in case of MS degrees). 

Application procedure 

Applications for PI status need to be made to the Director of SAFS. The information to be 

provided with an application must include: 

 A statement from the applicant describing how the requirements for PI status are met, 

why PI status is desired and how it will benefit SAFS, CoEnv, and the University of 

Washington. 

 A current and complete CV. 

 A letter from the applicant’s current supervisor supporting the application for PI status. 

This letter should also comment on the professional and scientific standing of the 

applicant, the extent to which the applicant has developed and led research programs, 

and the benefits of awarding PI status. 

 A letter of reference from an individual from outside of the UW (e.g. a collaborator or 

representative of an organization funding the research), commenting on the scientific 

and professional status of the applicant. 

 Evidence of current and reasonable assurance of future support 

An initial evaluation of the application package will be conducted by the SAFS School Council. 

If the School Council supports the application, it will be presented to the full SAFS Faculty 

and be subject to a vote. If the vote is positive, a request for awarding of PI status will be 

forwarded to the Dean of the College of the Environment for approval. In its evaluation, the 

faculty will consider the effect of the appointment for increasing or maintaining the breadth of 

expertise available at SAFS. 



Research Scientists who are awarded PI status need to record information in the SAFS Annual 

Activity Reporting system. They need to be evaluated annually for merit.  An annual evaluation 

will also be conducted by the Promotion and Tenure Committee and the Director of the School 

of Aquatic and Fishery Sciences.  

Period of PI status 

PI status will be granted for a period of 5 years. At the end of the 5-year-period, a report 

summarizing activity (in the form of an Annual Activity Report) needs to be produced and will 

be reviewed by the SAFS School Council and the Faculty. Continuation of PI status will be 

voted on by the full SAFS faculty, and the recommendation for continuation forwarded to the 

Dean of the College of the Environment for approval. PI status will be renewed based on 

evidence for continued research productivity, number of proposals submitted and funded, as 

well as publications and other scientific contributions. If the PI has obtained a funded proposal 

whose lifetime extends past the 5-year limit, then PI status will automatically be extended to at 

least the lifetime of the proposal.  
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