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Zone Fishery Biologist 
GS-0482-07/09 

 
The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest will soon be filling one vacancy for a permanent full-time Zone 
Fishery Biologist position, GS-0482-07/09.  Only one position will be filled.  The position is on the Okanogan-
Wenatchee National Forest, and encompasses the Tonasket and Methow Valley Ranger Districts, located in 
Tonasket and Winthrop, Washington respectively.  The duty station will be Winthrop, WA.  To express 
interest in this position, please complete the Outreach form and return it to Gene Shull at gshull@fs.fed.us by 
the close of business on November 27, 2015. For more information call Gene Shull at (509) 996-4013.  
 
THE POSITION: 
At the GS-07 level, this position serves as an advanced trainee in the field of fishery management performing 
productive work and developing skills and knowledge’s for the higher target level position. At the GS-09 level, 
the incumbent serves as a fishery biologist in the administration of the fishery habitat and related coordination 
with other resources.  The position will be directly supervised by the Zone Methow Valley and Tonasket Ranger 
District Fish Biologist Program Manager. 
 
MAJOR DUTIES GS-07: 
As an advanced trainee, increases knowledge, skills, and abilities in the fishery biology profession. As part of 
planned career development, works with and assists senior members of the staff in the performance of 
analytical/scientific assignments.  
 
Collects field data on fish habitats and other aquatic resources for preparation of maps and management plans 
using all types of sampling equipment. 
 
Assembles biological data from records to document the results of past fishery and aquatic resource activities. 
 
Classifies habitats and determines stream conditions for fisheries. 
 
Conducts aquatic habitat/fish inventories.  Assists in preparation of documents related to land management 
planning to evaluate potential effect of road construction, logging, livestock grazing, mineral extraction, 
recreational activities, fishery management plans, environmental assessments and biological evaluations. 
 
Prepares and assists in the preparation of biological assessments that discuss land management project effects to 
Federally Threatened and Endangered fish species and their critical habitat.  
 
Responsible for assigned areas of public relation activities, such as speaking at meetings and participation and 
coordinating field trips and conservation education activities. 
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Investigates specific cases of fishery habitat damage and recommends alternative restoration actions.  Uses 
basic understanding of hydrology and fluvial processes to make recommendations. 
 
Monitors stream flow, water temperature, and fish habitat conditions as needed to determine compliance with 
Forest Plan Standards and guidelines, contract provisions or other requirements related to fish habitat.  
Investigates potential effects of water impoundments, diversions, and other water structures and management 
activities on fisheries. 
 
Prepares well-researched and logically organized presentations related to work assignments. Presents facts, 
issues, and positions that convey the intended information with the appropriate diplomacy and emphasis. 
 
MAJOR DUTIES GS-09: 
As part of a team assignment, performs routine work in a fisheries resource-related project. Provides biological 
input into the fish habitat management program and assists in development of fishery management plans.  
Ensures compliance with portions of fishery management plans; coordinates limited studies of fishery 
populations; and prepares a variety of written reports or limited environmental analyses. This includes 
gathering, compiling, and analyzing data to determine fish habitat needs; determining key spawning, rearing, 
recommending solutions to special issues or problems involving fishery resources; and determining the need for 
and designing of fish habitat improvement projects; developing project plans for inclusion in Forest program of 
work; and studying and recommending solutions to special coordination problems involving fish habitat 
protection. 
 
Works cooperatively with State, Tribal, and Federal fish and water quality management agencies.  This includes 
gathering information for stream and lake management plans, surveys of fish occurrence, mapping key fish 
habitat for suitability and determining the need for fish habitat enhancement or restoration. 
 
Participates on interdisciplinary teams and prepares environmental analysis reports in assigned functional area.  
Develops biological assessments for threatened, endangered and sensitive species for review by regulatory 
agencies for ESA Section 7 Consultation compliance.  
 
Serves as leader of fish habitat improvement projects and habitat inventory and monitoring programs. 
Participates in fishery monitoring program activities by making observations, gathering data, and reporting 
findings. 
 
Responsible for assigned areas of public relation activities, such as speaking at meetings and participation and 
coordinating field trips and conservation education activities. 
 
Responsible for reporting fish habitat management programs accomplishments. 
 
Participates in studies and plans proposed resource management activities, and coordinates and/or implements 
approved resource management plans such as habitat restoration or enhancement projects. Develops standard 
plans for evaluating fisheries and riparian habitat. Studies and recommends solutions to special coordination 
problems involving fish habitat protection. Prepares environmental analysis reports as needed, and develops 
biological evaluations for threatened, endangered and sensitive species. 
 
Performs other duties as assigned. 
 
We are seeking an individual who has: 

• Strong fish biology and aquatic habitat management skills. 
• Quality leadership and team building skills. 
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• A safe and professional working attitude and good communication skills (orally and in writing). 
• Someone who creates a work environment that respects, appreciates, and accepts the contributions and 

perspectives of all employees.  
  
 
ABOUT THE FOREST: 

The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest is a large and diverse area, encompassing over 4-million acres 
along the east slopes of the Cascade Range in Washington. For general information about the forest, visit 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/ 
 
The Supervisor's Office is located in Wenatchee, Washington with seven ranger districts:  Tonasket, Methow 
Valley, Chelan, Entiat, Wenatchee River, Cle Elum, and Naches. District offices are in the communities of 
Tonasket, Winthrop, Chelan, Entiat, Leavenworth, Cle Elum, and Naches. The forest lies predominantly within 
Okanogan, Chelan, Kittitas, and Yakima Counties in Washington. 
 
 
ABOUT THE TONASKET AND METHOW VALLEY RANGER DISTRICTS: 
 
 
Forest Information for the Tonasket RD: 
 
The Tonasket Ranger District covers 415,000 acres with 40,000 acres in the Pasayten Wilderness.  It extends 
from the Canadian-American border south to the Methow Valley-Lake Chelan Divide; and from the Cascade 
Range east to the Okanogan-Ferry County line.  The District borders the Colville Confederated Tribes’ 
reservation to the South.  Elevations range from 900 feet near the Okanogan River to the highest peak at on 
Bonaparte Mountain 8331 feet. The Tonasket Ranger District has active programs in fisheries, wildlife, fuels, 
forest vegetation, recreation, range, minerals, and weed management.  There are 17 trailheads and hundreds of 
miles of maintained trail including the portions of the Pacific Northwest National Scenic Trail; several Roadless 
areas and 14 developed campgrounds.  The office is located in Tonasket, Washington. 
 
 
Forest and Community Information for the Methow Valley RD (MVRD) 
 
The MVRD is 1.4 million acres in size; 600,000 acres of it is included in two wilderness areas – the Pasayten 
and Lake Chelan-Sawtooth.  There are also several large Roadless areas.  The MVRD has over 300 miles of 
fish-bearing streams and 120 lakes.  There is an abundance of diversity of fish and wildlife including three 
fish species and five wildlife species federally listed as threatened or endangered.  Recreational opportunities 
abound in both winter and summer.  There are 35 trailheads and hundreds of miles of maintained trail; 26 
developed campgrounds; and 18 livestock grazing allotments.  The MVRD has active programs in fisheries, 
hydrology, soils, wildlife, fire/fuels, forest vegetation, recreation, range, and weed management.  The MVRD 
Administrative Office is located in Winthrop, Washington. 
 
The MVRD encompasses the towns of Mazama, Winthrop, Twisp, Carlton and Methow.  Twisp and 
Winthrop each have about 1,000 residents.  Mazama, Carlton and Methow are much smaller. 
 
The MVRD is located on the east side of the Cascade Range, so the weather is warm and dry in the summer 
and cold in the winter, with at least five months of snow cover. The MVRD is also located about two hours 
north of the Forest Headquarters, which is located in Wenatchee.  It is about 5 hours east of Seattle and 4 
hours west of Spokane, both are large metropolitan areas. 
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There is one elementary school covering grades K-6, and one high school for grades 7-12.  There is also an 
independent grade school in the community.  The community's higher education needs are met by Wenatchee 
Valley College, a comprehensive community college featuring two-year degree programs and transfer 
programs in conjunction with state four-year institutions including Eastern Washington University, Central 
Washington University and Washington State University.  All the school districts are proud to offer students 
ample opportunity for academic and athletic excellence. 
 
There are two libraries; one in Twisp and one in Winthrop, both are served by the North Central Washington 
Library system.  
 
Hospitals are located 45 minutes away in Omak and Brewster.  Central Washington Hospital (located in 
Wenatchee) is the major health care facility in the region.  All medical services are provided except open heart 
surgery and transplants.  There are two practicing MDs in the Methow Valley, 1 naturopath, 3 dentists, 3 
acupuncture clinics, 2 physical therapists, and several massage clinics. 
 
Rental apartments range from $500 to $1,000 per month, with rental homes beginning at about $600 per 
month.  Homes to purchase range from $100,000 and up, with the average cost of a family home being 
$200,000 to $300,000.  There may be Government housing available. 
 
Ten churches are located in the Methow Valley and most denominations are covered. 
 
The arts are alive and well in the Methow Valley with several galleries, a small theater, a music institute, and 
two community centers. 
 
For more in-depth community information visit the following website: www.methow.com 
 

 
 

Thank you for your interest in our Vacancy! 
 

USDA Non-Discrimination Statement 
Revised 6/8/2005 

 
“The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income 
is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 
795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 
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OUTREACH FORM 

Zone Fishery Biologist  
Tonasket and Methow Valley Ranger Districts 

Duty Station:  Winthrop, WA 
 

If you are interested in applying for this position and want to receive updates of the 
position’s status, please complete the attached outreach form and send electronically to 
(gshull@fs.fed.us) ; or mail to the Methow Valley Ranger District, 24 West Chewuch 
Road, Winthrop, WA 98862; or fax 509-996-2208.  Please respond by November 27, 2015 
 
I am interested in the following position: 
 
Position Title/Series/Grade: Fishery Biologist GS-482-07/09 
 
Location: 
 

Region 6, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, Methow Valley Ranger 
District, Winthrop, WA 

 

PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
 

Name:  

Address:  

E-Mail Address:  

Phone:  

Are you currently a Federal employee? Yes  No  

If yes:  

Current title/series/grade:  

Current agency and location:  

Type of Appointment: 

Permanent  Term  Temporary  
 
If you are not a current permanent (career or career conditional) employee are you 
eligible for appointment under any of the following special authorities: 

Person with Disabilities:   Veterans Readjustment:  
Former Peace Corps 
Volunteer:   

Disabled veteran w/30% 
Compensable Disability:  

Student Career Experience 
Program:   

Veterans Employment 
Opportunities Act of 1988:  

Other:  
   
                   

 


