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welcome by the director Professor André Punt

welcoming remarks  Dean Lisa Graumlich 
from the dean

  
faculty merit awards Professor André Punt

student speakers Ruth Drinkwater 
 SAFS Undergraduate Student

 Yaamini Venkataraman 
 SAFS Graduate Student

presentation  Professor Christopher Anderson 
of the graduating 
bs and ms students 

presentation of Faculty Advisers
the phd graduates  

keynote speaker Dr. Bill Karp
 Affiliate Professor   
 University of Washington

closing remarks Professor André Punt

group toast Professor André Punt 

 

PROGRAM

p h o t o s

c o v e r:  i s t o c k/s a m s o n 1976      o p p o s i t e :  d a n d i n i c o l a



AWARDS 

p h o t o o p p o s i t e :  i s t o c k.c o m/s o o p y s u e

college of the environment awards

Outstanding Teaching Faculty
Prof. Timothy Essington

Outstanding Diversity Commitment
Eleni Petrou and Jennifer Gosselin,  
Co-chairs of SAFS Equity & Inclusion Committee

2021 safs awards

SAFS Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Justice (DEIJ) 
and Community Service Recognition Award
Winter 2021 Staci Amburgey  
Spring 2021 Ashley Townes

SAFS Distinguished Staff Award
Research Carita Pascal 
Administration Jon Wittouck

2021 faculty merit awards 
Bachelor of Science Program
Ruth Drinkwater  (Prof. Trevor Branch, Capstone Adviser) 
Josef Mayor  (Prof. Thomas Quinn, Capstone Adviser)

Master of Science Program
Kerry Accola  (Prof.  John Horne, Graduate Adviser) 
Stephanie Thurner  (Prof. Trevor Branch, Graduate Adviser)

Doctor of Philosophy Program 
Sean Rohan  (Prof. Timothy Essington, Graduate Adviser)
Yaamini Venkataraman  (Prof. Steven Roberts, Graduate Adviser) 



c o l l e g e o f  t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 
In appreciation of the 2021 College of the Environment graduating 
class, the College is partnering with the Campus Sustainability Fund  
to help fund the Native Gardens at UW Farm project. In partnership 
with                         (the Intellectual House), students designed and 
planted a garden of Indigenous plants with significance in native food 
traditions. This is a step toward food sovereignty on the UW campus,  
allowing students, staff, faculty, and the community to learn about, 
grow, and consume traditional foods. Recognizing our students are 
the next generation of leaders in environmental science and decision-
making, we believe this is a contribution that showcases our collective 
commitment to the sustainability and the well-being of our campus,  
our community, and our planet.

s a f s  
In honor of the 2021 graduating class, SAFS will purchase original art  
from the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe that will be displayed prominently  
in the SAFS lobby. SAFS has a long-standing partnership with the  
Tribe, founded on collaborative aquaculture research between Tribal 
Councilman, the late Kurt Grinnell, and SAFS faculty, graduate  
students, and postdoctoral researchers. 
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b a c h e l o r o f  s c i e n c e

Alison Brown
Ruth Drinkwater
Hannah Kieler
Po-Ou Kouch
Parker Lehman

Janelle Li
Josef Mayor
Jonathan Schroeder
Zachary Thomas

      

DEGREES AWARDED

m a s t e r o f  s c i e n c e

Kerry Accola
Molly Jackson
Michaela Lowe
Kristin McQuaw

Robert Oxborrow
Madison Shipley
Rebekah Stiling
Stephanie Thurner

d o c t o r o f  p h i l o s o p h y

Lukas Defilippo
Natalie Lowell
Sean Rohan

Laura Spencer
John Trochta
Yaamini Venkataraman

p h o t o:  j a s o n c h i n g



keynote speaker 
dr. bill karp  
Affiliate Professor, University of Washington

Dr. Bill Karp grew up in Liverpool, England, and completed his under-
graduate education at Liverpool Polytechnic (now Liverpool John 
Moores University) in 1972. He was awarded an MS from SAFS (then 
College of Fisheries) in 1975 (Limnology: adviser Quentin Stober)  
and a PhD in 1982 (Marine Fish Management: adviser Bruce Miller).

Bill has more than 40 years of experience as a fisheries scientist  
and administrator. He retired from NOAA in 2016, but continues  
his professional activities as an Affiliate Professor at SAFS and as US 
Delegate and President Elect to the International Council for the  
Exploration of the Sea (ICES), an intergovernmental organization  
that coordinates fishery and marine ecosystem research among its  
20 member countries in the North Atlantic.

As an active SAFS affiliate faculty member, Bill served as co-chair  
of the planning committee for the 2019 Centennial Symposium and 
Celebration, and in 2021, he co-taught a course on the design and 
implementation of stock assessment surveys.

Bill has been a member of the ICES community since the late  
1980s. His ICES-related accomplishments include: convener of an ICES 
International Symposium on Fisheries Acoustics (Seattle, 1987); chair 
of the Steering Group on Ecosystem Surveys, Science and Technology, 
which coordinates European multinational fisheries and ecosystem 
surveys and guides technological innovation (2009–2013): co-convener 
of two ICES/FAO International Conferences on the Collection and  
Interpretation of Fishery Independent Information (Galway, Ireland 
2010; Rome, Italy 2014); and leader of an initiative that developed 
recommendations for collecting scientific-quality acoustic data from 
commercial fishing vessels (2007). Bill received the ICES Outstanding 
Achievement Award in 2015.

During his 30 years with NMFS (Alaska Fisheries Science Center  
[AFSC] 1986–2012; Northeast Fisheries Science Center [NEFSC];  
2012–2016), Bill worked in fields related to fishery-dependent and  
fishery independent sampling, data collection and innovation before 
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taking on leadership responsibilities. During his early years at AFSC,  
Bill was involved in acoustic/midwater trawl assessment and method-
ology development, with a team that played a key role in advancing 
this discipline, spending extensive time at sea. He went on to lead this 
group. Subsequently, he took on the leadership of AFSC’s North Pacific 
Groundfish Observer Program, then the largest program of its kind,  
and led the program through a period of growth and technological  
innovation. 

Bill served as Deputy Director during his last five years at AFSC, 
overseeing and guiding programs throughout the Center and leading  
the Center’s strategic planning and budget prioritization process. In 
2012, he took over as Director of NEFSC, where he oversaw and guided 
extensive and complex multi- and inter-disciplinary data collection, 
research, and assessment programs. As Center Director, Bill worked 
closely with regional academic institutions, members of Congress, and 
industry organizations. He also served as a non-voting member of the 
New England Fishery Management Council and the Mid-Atlantic  
Fishery Management Council. Through his membership on the NMFS 
Leadership Council and the NMFS Science Board, Bill played an  
important role in policy development and was involved in drafting the 
agency’s Fisheries Climate Science Strategy and the EBFM Roadmap. 
During his career with NMFS, Bill led several national initiatives. He 
was the first Chair of the NMFS Advanced Technology Working Group 
(2010–2013), Chair of the first US National Bycatch Steering Committee 
and lead author for the first National Bycatch Report (2006–2011), and  
a founding member of the National Observer Program Advisory Team.

In addition to his post-retirement activities as a SAFS affiliate faculty 
member and an ICES Delegate, Bill served on the Science Advisory 
Board for the European “Discardless” project (a scientific evaluation of 
the newly implemented discard reduction policy) and co-authored a 
book chapter on this project (2015–2019). He also chaired an indepen-
dent review of stock assessment activities for the Norwegian Institute  
of Marine Research (2019–2020). Bill has recently been appointed  
to the Scientific Advisory Board for CRIMAC, the newly established 
Norwegian Center for Research-based Innovation in Marine Acoustic 
Abundance Estimation and Backscatter Classification.
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undergraduate student speaker 
ruth drinkwater 
Bachelor of Science

Ruthie Drinkwater is graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Aquatic 
and Fisheries Sciences and Marine Biology. An east coast native, Ruthie 
gained an appreciation for marine biota from a young age, encouraging  
her parents to take her to the local aquarium whenever they could. 
Ruthie spent her high school years in Indiana, yet despite living in the 
Midwest, her love for the ocean never faltered. She even wrote about 
killer whales in her college application essay. 

Throughout her time at SAFS, Ruthie has had the chance to study a 
wide range of marine organisms—from the behavior of sea cucumbers 
in Friday Harbor Labs to modeling rates of twins in cetaceans for her  
capstone project. She also worked on a month-long NOAA research  
vessel out of Kodiak, Alaska, measuring and identifying Alaska Walleye  
Pollock, with the goal of setting future fishing quotas. For the past two 
and a half years, Ruthie has worked as a student warehouse worker at 
the University of Washington’s surplus store, where she has gained a 
great appreciation for sustainable materials management. She also  
currently co-leads an all-women’s outdooring group at UW with over 
200 current members. After college, Ruthie is planning to attend  
Albany Law School in upstate New York to study environmental law  
and climate change policy. She hopes to prove how law and science  
can be bridged to incite change through policy and precedent in the  
marine environment.

p h o t o:  i s t o c k.c o m/c a m p p h o t o



graduate student speaker 
yaamini venkataraman 
Doctor of Philosophy Student 

Yaamini R. Venkataraman is a National Science Foundation Graduate  
Research Fellow working with Dr. Steven B. Roberts. For her PhD, 
Yaamini used molecular techniques—“-omics”—to explore how  
Pacific oysters respond to changes in their environment, like ocean 
acidification. She hopes to examine how other marine invertebrates  
rapidly respond to climate stressors on a molecular level as a  
Postdoctoral Scholar at Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution.

Yaamini is an active member of the SAFS community, serving as 
President of the Fisheries Interdisciplinary Network of Students (FINS) 
for three years and helping found the department’s community engage-
ment organization, Students Explore Aquatic Sciences (SEAS), with  
Dr. Isadora Jimenez-Hidalgo and other graduate students. With her 
fellow graduate students, Yaamini has created two graduate student 
seminar courses: Outreach in Aquatic and Fishery Sciences to Diverse 
Audiences (Spring 2018) and Dark Side of Hot Topics: The Settler– 
Colonial and White Supremacist History of Aquatic and Fishery  
Sciences (Spring 2021). An enthusiastic science communicator,  
Yaamini has given public lectures at universities and Town Hall Seattle, 
written for NOAA’s Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, and created 
and taught K–12 science curricula with SEAS. She has also provided 
science communication training to other graduate students as part of 
ComSciCon-PNW and the UW Engage program. Yaamini is a recipient  
of the Husky 100 (Spring 2019), UW College of the Environment  
Outstanding Diversity Commitment (Spring 2019), UW Diversity  
Seed Grant (Fall 2020), and SAFS Faculty Merit Award (Spring 2021). 
Yaamini aspires to be a professor who uplifts and empowers her  
students and community.
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