
Jeff Cordell (MS, 1986) 
I first met Si in October 1977 when I interviewed with him 
for a job at the UW’s Big Beef Creek Research Station,  
working in the lab identifying invertebrates from fish diets 
and environmental samples. I got the job, but then didn’t 
see Si again for a couple of months—he was on the main 
campus and I was out at Hood Canal. But come springtime 
and the field season, Si appeared, and he was a ball of 
energy, both physically and intellectually. What I learned 
from him that first field season was all about pushing 
boundaries, from staying out extra hours (a lot of extra 
hours!) for the purpose of getting more samples just in case 
we needed or wanted them, to providing insights about 
bigger picture ecological concepts. In the latter respect, 
Si and I have made a great team over the years because I 
am a small-picture person (as in the ecology of individual 
copepod species) whereas Si is a big-picture integrator of 
complex ecological concepts. Si is responsible for turning 
what was for me a six-month temporary lab job into a 
forty-plus year career at SAFS. The main reason is that he 
always encouraged independent thinking and actions by 
his staff and students. In my case, he first encouraged and 
supported me to do graduate work in the 1980s and then to 
develop my own research interests and projects throughout 
the 1990s. This was directly responsible for my developing 
my own ideas and research programs. Though our research 
paths have diverged a little over time, we are still a team, 
and I cherish my ongoing collaborations with him. From 
those early days on Hood Canal until today, Si has remained 
my friend and mentor.

Bethany Craig (MS, 2010) 
Si is generous, kind, and thoughtful, and he runs a lab of 
students, scientists, and staff that also share these qualities.  
Due to the supportive and collaborative spirit in the  
Wetland Ecosystem Team (WET) lab, I feel a great sense  
of camaraderie with any current or former member,  
regardless of whether or not I knew them during my time  
at SAFS. Si has a love of good food and wine, something that 
he generously treated us graduates students to whenever 
he helped with field work, or when we attended a meeting 
or conference together. This always felt like such a special 
treat, especially after a long, cold field day in the wetlands. 
Si has a unique gift for seeing the right path or suggesting 
something appropriate for your skills and interests. He saw 
that I was uncertain about what to do upon graduation,  
and encouraged me to apply for the Knauss Marine Policy 
fellowship in DC, a year-long science policy placement  
in a federal agency or on Capitol Hill. I was awarded the 
fellowship, and it was truly an amazing experience, unlike 
any other I’ve had in the science world, and it has ultimately 
helped me in every subsequent job in my career. Cheers to 
Si for a long and successful career, one that continues as he 
transitions to an emeritus professor! 

Pascale Goertler (MS, 2014)
Si’s mentorship style fit my needs very well. He struck a 
balance between encouragement and project management, 
and only now that I supervise eager early-career scientists, 
can I fully appreciate how challenging this balance is. He 
offered assistance without overbearing instruction and he 
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directed the progress of our research without stifling our 
(sometime scattered) enthusiasm. Si had the patience to 
let us trial-and-error our way through the parts of graduate 
school that were important to learn for ourselves, and I 
believe I'm a much stronger scientist today as a result.

Ayesha Gray (PhD, 2005) 
I first met Si at dinner in Bozeman, MT at a Society for  
Wetland Scientists meeting. I told him I was interested in 
studying "wetland ecology." He said, "We don't have any-
thing for you." It definitely let the air out of my sails at that 
point, so I didn't say anything else really through dinner. 
The next day at the meeting, I found some gumption and 
decided to follow him around until I could find a time to  
talk to him again. I finally cornered him at a break and told 
him that I misspoke, I was really interested in studying  
"ecosystem function." He then told me about the Salmon 
River project, and the rest is history. My favorite thing  
about Si, aside from him responding well to stalking by an 
"intense young woman" (his words at my defense), is his 
genuine caring for all his students and, of course, that his 
white hat never once got dirty in the field. Not one smudge!

Congratulations on your retirement, Si. You have made 
an astounding impact on the field and on lots of lives, 
including mine."

Greg Hood (PhD, 2000)
Si taught me to think big. Before I came to the UW to work 
on my PhD with Si, I earned a MS at Florida State, working 
on ants. I thought small: small insects, small spatial scales, 
small one-person projects, small project logistics. With Si,  
I learned to think about ecosystems, landscapes, big  
ambitious research goals, big projects, working with a team 
of colleagues, big logistics. I returned to Florida for a visit  
a few years ago and saw some of my old field sites. I  
recognized some old ant friends, but they were smaller than 
I remembered, and I was more interested in the landscape 
than the ants. I saw my old field sites with new eyes and a 
new appreciation, and I realized that I had made the right 

choice in switching from myrmecology to landscape  
ecology. I admire Si’s ability to think big and strive to 
emulate it, which is why I am proud to say that Si was my 
mentor for my PhD. Si has had a remarkable career working 
on estuarine ecology in the Pacific Northwest. He has left a 
tremendous legacy in the work that he has published, the 
graduate students that he has mentored, the resource  
management agencies that he has influenced, and in our 
general understanding and appreciation of estuarine  
ecology and its importance to salmon recovery in the  
region. Those of us working in estuarine ecology in the 
Pacific Northwest have known that the day when Si retired 
would eventually come, and we have been dreading it.  
Si has been a fixture for so long in the estuarine ecology 
community of the Pacific Northwest that it is hard to  
imagine anyone following in his large footprints.

Emily Howe (MS, 2006; PhD, 2012)
My beloved WETeam. That’s how I think of the family Si 
brought together for so many years. 

I figured out how to stay in the family core for 13 years. 
Those were good years of mucking about in waders,  
trudging through marshes in the dead of night, avoiding 
freighters, whirlpools, and pilings in the Boston whaler, 
slaving over the microscope, hauling beach seines filled with 
mud, building sampling contraptions through multiple trips 
to Hardwick’s, watching salmon glide through the water, 
and hailstorms sweep across the estuary. Those were 13 
years of building family on the marsh, perusing the depths 
of our souls and the depths of ecological connections whilst 
awaiting low tide and the fyke net flurry that follows. 

Si guided my pathway to being a scientist from my time 
as a green-eared volunteer, to a post-doc, and everything 
in between. And when I say “guide,” it’s a comprehensive 
word. Sometimes a lead, sometimes an anchor. Sometimes 
a pull, sometimes a push. Sometimes a nudge, sometimes 
a question. Never a command, always a question. Guided 
truly, through humble suggestion. 

In Si and the WET, I found my intellectual match. Si’s 
mind telescopes in scale with ease. He stretches your mind, 
forcing connections from the genetic to ecosystem scale. 
But despite all the connections that spin off one question 
to the next, Si remains remarkably steady in his pursuit of 
understanding estuarine function. That steadiness, that  
unwavering conviction, that quiet diligence over the years, 
has pieced together the quilt of an estuary. Every stitch  
inspected and adjusted just right, every puzzle piece 
matched to the next. It’s a large quilt that our WET family 
built together, and Si held its vision to bring together a  
cohesive whole. It’s a beautiful quilt made by many hands. 
The best part, though, is that Si left it unfinished. And so,  
we will keep adding squares and stitches, imagining his 
suggestions in the backs of our minds.

Michele Koehler (MS, 2002)
Si is always interested in engaging with students and does 
his best to allow students' individual strengths to show 



in their work. He gave me some of the most constructive 
criticism I've ever received on giving presentations, which 
is something that sticks with me still. Si embraces the latest 
and greatest in technology and is always willing to try some-
thing that may be advantageous. He is also very passionate 
about ecosystems in general, and especially estuaries. Every 
trip into a slough with him is a joy, as he exhibits endless 
knowledge of the ways of the world. 

Torrey Luiting (Zipperer) (MS, 1996)
My time with Si between 1993 and 1996 was pivotal in  
starting my career in Puget Sound. I remember how open 
Si’s door was for drop-in talks and questions. I was too 
young and green at the time to truly appreciate the time 
and disruption that open-door policy created in a work day. 

Si always stressed understanding the landscape and the 
interconnections in wetlands and tidal systems. Those are 
perspectives I utilize and advocate for every day as a con-
sultant. And when I say, “I was part of WET with Si and Jeff,” 
there’s an immediate credibility I also didn’t fully appreciate 
when I was deep in my master’s work, but sure do now. 

And last, but not least, I will always remember Si’s 
kindness at Klaas and my wedding reception and his ever 
present white hat! Who wears a white hat for mudflat field 
work?! Only someone supremely confident in themselves 
and rightly so. That hat has always been emblematic of Si in 
my mind. And the memory brings a smile to my face every 
time I think of him and my time with WET. 

I wish clear skies, calm seas and green meadows of 
Carex for Si in retirement! The multitudes of great biologists 
you launched into the world owe you our deepest gratitude. 
Thank you! 

Alicia Meeks (Wick), (MS, 2002) 
Si has spent much of his life catching little fish in nets, and 
interestingly, a net full of little fish is the perfect symbol for 
the kind of person he is. Si has a way of catching people up 
in his enthusiastic net of study, personality, and generosity, 
and then swirling things around until the people become 
an interconnected community. As for this little fish, I can't 
overstate the impact he has had on my life. 

I was just a kid coming out of undergrad when a profes-
sor friend of mine suggested that I contact Si, since she said, 
“he treated his grad students like gold.” I was interested 
in fish, but was pretty open to topics. I had talked to other 
professors at other schools, and they were all very busy and 
seemed annoyed to have to explain something to a student 
that could be read on a website. But Si understood that was 
not the point; when I cold-called him, Si seemed excited to 
talk to me, and whether he had it or not, he made me feel 
like he had all the time in the world. After talking to him, I 
thought, “I don't care what I have to study, I want to work 
for this professor.” He invited me out for a visit even though 
he didn't have a project for me yet and took time out of his 
schedule to show me around. Once I arrived as a student of 
his, he was gracious and helpful as I got settled. He set me 
up in his lab, where I met my best friends, was educated, 

and was encouraged to do things I honestly did not think I 
could do. 

The first semester I was there, he was asked to give a 
plenary talk at a big conference, and he offered me the 
chance to do it. I was scared to death. I did not think I could 
give a plenary talk in front of 500 people, but there I was 
doing it! He gave me opportunity after opportunity to grow 
and learn, and didn't chastise me when I failed him, which 
was often, as I recall! Rather, he used each as a chance for 
growth and teaching. Once I graduated, I took a position 
with a company he recommended, which led to a career 
that I enjoyed immensely. I've since started my own com-
pany, taking things a direction away from fisheries, but the 
lesson to “leap, and the net will appear” is still there. I would 
not be the same person without the caring and leadership 
of Si Simenstad. Thank you, Si. I'm so lucky to have been 
caught in your net.

Mary Ramirez (MS, 2008)
Si served as my adviser while I was earning my master’s  
degree. I continued working closely with him after I  
completed my MS and have been part of the WET ever 
since—ten years now. 

He trusted me and his other students with a great deal 
of independence, encouraging us to pursue curiosities or  
questions in our research that sparked interest. At the same 
time, his door was always open for advice, and when you 



walked into his office, Si would always manage to give his 
full attention. His genuine interest in your work would often 
result in a slew of new ideas swirling in your head when 
you stepped out of his office. I especially appreciated Si’s 
emphasis on field-based investigations: being in the natural 
environment, becoming familiar with a place, and observing 
how organisms interact with and move through their world. 
When I was a student studying aquatic insect emergence, 
Si would often encourage me to put on a snorkel mask and 
stick my head in the water to truly observe and understand 
the process of emergence. Si’s expertise in, and passion for, 
estuarine wetlands is well known, and I feel incredibly lucky 
to call him a mentor. 

Dave Shreffler (MS, 1989)
Si has played a significant role in the trajectory of my career 
as a restoration ecologist. As a master's thesis committee 
member and life-long mentor, Si taught me to be rigorous 
in the field, in publishing, and in communicating findings to 
my professional colleagues and the public. 

I also lucked into renting a room in Si's Montlake Manor 
basement. The amazing side benefit was exposure to his 
exceptional culinary skills, fine wines, and many philosoph-
ical conversations. And Si hosted—in my admittedly biased 
opinion—one of the best thesis celebration parties ever. 
That party played a significant role in Ann Soule, my then 
girlfriend, becoming my wife of 26 years! 

Sarah Sandstrom (Spilseth) (MS, 2008)
I feel exceptionally fortunate to have found Si as an advisor 
when I was a graduate student. Si provided a combination 
of personal and academic guidance and support, as well  
as the independence to pursue self-directed investigations  
and stumble just enough to learn invaluable life-lessons 
along the way. Si encouraged all of his grad students to dig  
deeper, and we all learned that one scientific discovery 
marks the beginning of another scientific inquiry. I am 
grateful for Si's guidance, support, and friendship. 

Kathryn Sobocinski (MS, 2003)
Si's longstanding interest in understanding salmon in  
estuaries—from the expansive Columbia River estuary to 
smaller Salmon River—was a unique offering at Fisheries/
SAFS. At a time when much research was focused on un-
derstanding spawning habitat for salmon, especially in big 
rivers, Si's program looked further downstream, to a no-less 
degraded habitat. For many of us, that also meant con-
ducting research in our own backyard, which was probably 
a little less sexy than the wilds of Alaska, but all the more 
important, given the number of pressures Puget Sound 
estuaries and shorelines have faced. Work that Si and his 
students have done has shown that the old archetype of 
two types of salmon—stream and ocean—was much too 
simplistic, and as a result of this work, our understanding of 
complex life histories and habitat use has been broadened.



As an advisor, Si encouraged his students to find their 
own way, but was always ready to wordsmith manuscripts. 
His encouragement of independence in thought and work 
and facilitation of presentations given to a wide variety 
of audiences helped make me a better researcher and 
communicator of my science and the questions I asked, as 
a graduate student and since. His notorious white field hat 
and interactions with a broad network of estuarine ecolo-
gists in the US and abroad will be missed as he moves on, 
but I have no doubt his penchant for good food and wine 
will be further developed. Congrats, Si!

Ann Soule, (MS University of Arizona, 1996) 
For several months back in 1989 I was yet another MS  
student living in Si's basement. I guess Si is just a life- 
changing kind of friend because through his generosity,  
I had a brief insider's perspective into the curious world  
of witty-male-scientist-intellectuals… However, I was an 
obvious outsider and was delighted when Stephanie  
arrived on the scene! Si's committed mentoring of students 
parallels his indomitable hospitality at Montlake Manor  
and Sugarloaf, and everyone who is lucky enough to know 
this has both shared his dining table and amazing wine 
collection, and been victim to his cribbage prowess.  
I understand that Si will be a professor emeritus—yet  
another layer of generosity, as I'm sure he'll continue to 
share with future students his fantastic energy and special 
brand of friendship. Salud! 

Jason Toft (MS, 2000) 
Si had the uncanny ability to be in the field wallowing  
in the mud with the rest of us, and still maintain an  
impeccably clean white hat, a testament to his brain  
power and a vision of awe to the rest of us.

Laurie Weitkamp (MS, 1991; PhD, 2004)
I will never forget the great estuary sampling trip I took with 
Si and Jeff Cordell back in late spring of 1989. It was in my 
first year of grad school working on my MS and I was still 
very new to fish and estuaries. We headed down the coast, 
towing a small skiff behind the van loaded with a beach 
seine, buckets, fish measuring boards, and data sheets. 
We sampled one estuary every morning for perhaps 10 
days, ending in Elkhorn Slough in Central California. Si had 
arranged to meet local estuarine experts along the way to 
show us where to sample, actually help sample, or share a 
meal; it was the first time I met many people I've known  
professionally over the years. The trip really opened my 
eyes to how estuarine fish assemblages varied along the 
coast as well as the diversity of estuarine research going 
on by state agencies and universities. Since I'm still working 
in estuaries nearly 30 years later, it obviously made a very 
strong and positive impression on me!

Carl Young (MS, 2009)
It was a great privilege to study under Si while a student  
at UW. As a mentor, he empowered his students to fully 
participate in all parts of whatever study they were involved 
with. Because of this, we would grow as scientists and  
people. Even when I first started as an entry-level lab  
technician, I felt like I was an important part of the aptly 
named Wetland Ecosystem Team. Like all members of this 
team, my talents and skills were appreciated and cultivated. 
It was his leadership and example that created a lab group 
where every member felt they had a valuable scientific 
contribution to make. When I transitioned to a graduate 
student under Si, he fully supported me in taking risks and 
thinking creatively to answer difficult ecological questions. 
It is this creativity in answering these difficult ecological 
questions that really defines the WET Lab under Si. He has 
the creative ability to make connections from different 
natural sciences and use these connections to understand 
the ecology of whatever system he is studying. I think back 
on the six years I was in the WET Lab, and I can think of so 
many examples of scientific questions that did not have 
clear approaches to answer them, but it was this creativity, 
of thinking outside the box, that allowed these questions 
to be approached and answered. It was a great honor to 
study under Si. Although I am not a practicing scientist (I 
teach science), I still do my best to approach life with this 
creativity that Si so brilliantly demonstrated and taught as 
my mentor. 


