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Dear alumni and many friends:

Another academic year is drawing to a 
close, and as always, there is a lot to tell you 
about what’s been happening at SAFS recently. 

On May 17, we held our first “Labs 
Unlocked” event, which focused on the Alaska 
Salmon Program (ASP), initiated at SAFS in 
1946. Three of our faculty (Daniel Schindler, 
Lisa Seeb, and Tom Quinn), and their respec-
tive labs developed hands-on displays that 
showcased the research they do at our field 
camps in Bristol Bay, Alaska, and subsequently 
at their labs in Seattle. Daniel’s group seeks to 
understand the underpinnings of the unique 
ecology of the Bristol Bay watershed. Lisa’s 
group focuses on population genetics and the 
mechanisms underlying how salmon respond 
to environmental change. Tom’s lab is using 
the 70 years of ASP collected data to deter-
mine what we’ve been able to learn about the 
evolving habits and traits of sockeye salmon. 
The event was well attended, and we hope to 
present another Labs Unlocked event centered 
on a different SAFS research area in the not-
too-distant future. 

The 2016 Bevan Symposium, which 
took place on April 21–22, focused on the 
commercially important marine invertebrate 
fisheries of the North Pacific. The symposium 
was dedicated to the memory of José “Lobo” 
Orensanz. David Armstrong was co-chair of 
the organizing committee, which developed  
a program that included 21 speakers and  
sessions on distribution and population  
ecology, assessment and management, climate 
and the environment, fisheries, and people 
and invertebrates. The symposium was gener-
ously supported by Tanya Bevan and the 
Bevan family, NOAA’s Northwest and Alaska  
Fisheries Science Centers, the North Pacific 
Research Board, the Bering Sea Crabbers and 
the Bering Sea Fisheries Research Foundation. 
I would like to thank everyone who contributed 
to what was an outstanding success and a very 

David McGowan, Kate Stout,  

Jon Wittouck, and Julian Olden  

at the 2016 SAFS Spring Picnic.  

Photo: Daniel Schindler
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The Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey 
Team (COASST) is a citizen science organiza-
tion housed in SAFS. COASST has been part 
of Professor Julia Parrish’s research program 
since it was established with funding from 
the David and Lucille Packard Foundation in 
1998. 

COASST gives non-experts a way to 
participate directly in science in their own 
“backyards.” Program participants, known 
as COASSTers, conduct monthly surveys on 
“their” beaches and collect data on the number 
and type of bird carcasses washing ashore, 
or the amount and type of marine debris, as 
well as measures of human use of the beach 
environment. 

The data collected by COASST can be 
used to define normal or “baseline” levels of 
deposition as well as characterize untoward 
events, such as mass mortalities of seabirds 
(also known as wrecks) or the sudden appear-
ance of a large amount of marine debris, as 
occurred after the Japanese tsunami.

In a recent interview, Julia provided more 
detailed information about COASST.

AP: Tell us about citizen science and how COASST uses the public to  
collect data.

JP: Citizen science currently runs the gamut from quirky individual-
ized experiences only loosely based on science to huge well-run 
programs where hundreds of thousands of people collect infor-
mation. COASST is an example of a program with an über-high 
data standard. 

AP:  The public are generally not experienced at conducting surveys— 
how do you overcome that?

JP: In a nutshell, we focus on data types that are verifiable (i.e., dead 
birds, not live birds), avoid jargon, and keep things simple; our  
participants collect multiple data types to permit accurate species  
verification, and we identify where under-sampling is occurring 
and work to correct that. We also conduct regular training and  
refresher rounds; in 5 hours, we can teach anyone to search for and 
identify beached birds at 70+ percent accuracy. Oh, and we make 
science relevant, and fun.

AP:  Describe a survey day in the life of a COASSTer.
JP: Some COASSTers can literally walk out their front door and be 

at their survey site. Others drive to trail heads, hike in, camp, and 
then survey the next day. Still others get in their float planes and 
fly to their beaches! Most COASSTers work in pairs or teams. 
Once at the starting point, beached bird participants fan out 
perpendicular to the waterline and start searching. When a bird is 

COASST: 
Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team
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found, everyone comes together to collect the basic 
data needed to make the identification with the 
help of our popular key to beached birds. Partici-
pants also collect data on carcass condition and 
location, tag the carcass, photograph it, and leave 
it in place. Marine debris participants don’t survey 
the whole beach and focus more on the debris 
characteristics that render it harmful to wildlife. 

AP: How many people are involved in COASST?
JP: There are around 800 active volunteer data col-

lectors, covering approximately 430 sites from 
Mendocino, CA to Kotzebue, AK (we skip over 
BC). There are four paid staff (Hillary Burgess, 
Erika Frost, Charlie Wright, Katie Holmes), plus a 
grad student (Jenn Lang) and postdoc (Tim Jones) 
and me! The academic track folks do more of the 
data analysis while the staff deal with the flood of 
daily email, post the enewsletter, work with our 
database contractors, answer the phone, manage 
the undergraduate interns, and address my daily 
asks for data, information, etc., etc. We also have 
10–15 undergraduate interns in any single quarter, 
plus service learning students. Interns do a wide 
range of tasks, from basic data entry to helping 
with participant training to special projects. Over 
the last two years, interns have been testing and  
retesting our marine debris protocol as we get 
ready for public release. Quarterly field trips get 
interns out to the outer coast to do surveys and get 
a better sense of what the COASSTers experience. 

AP: Who uses the information you collect?
JP: The main users are state and federal scientists. For  

example, COASST data go into annual reports to  
Congress about bycatch species. Whenever there is 
a status report on a threatened and endangered spe-
cies that is in the COASST database, we get a call, 
and we’re also somewhere near the top of the “to 
call” list whenever there is a mass mortality event. 
The science community also uses our data, usually 
to help document an untoward event, and also as 
a baseline against which some specific event can be 
measured. Our data are used in a wide variety of 
studies. For example, they are used as a baseline for 
indigenous peoples’ middens—do the diversity and 
abundance of species in the archaeological “trash” 
line up with what’s on the beach today?

AP: There was a murre wreck in 2015. How could it have 
happened, and what does it all mean?

JP: Murres are smallish penguin-like birds that can fly and 
also dive at least the depth of the shelf. They tend to 
die in droves as a consequence of oil spills and in gillnet 
fisheries, and lately, as a consequence of domoic acid off 
California and due to “we’re not sure what, but everyone 
is pretty sure it’s tied to the Blob” off Alaska. COASST 
has documented cumulative annual encounter rates for 
2015 in the Gulf of Alaska that are approximately 150 
times normal. The story really hit the national papers 
when late December storms drove thousands of murre 
carcasses onto the beach in Whittier, AK. 

AP: What is the best thing about being involved with 
COASST?

JP: The people. It’s totally cool to have hundreds of 
people—young, old, male, female, Dems and Reps–
collecting data for us and truly interested in what the 
larger-scale stories are. Having the chance to excite 
people about the coastal ecosystem is really great. And, 
of course, the data. It’s getting better and better as the 
program grows in space and time. Very fun to data mine 
and now to have students and postdocs who can do that 
and really push the envelope on pattern analysis.

Visit the COASST website (https://depts.washington.edu/coasst/) 
to learn more about the program. If you live in a coastal area 
and find yourself regularly on the beach, consider becoming 
a COASSTer. If you live in Seattle, or are a student at the UW, 
contact COASST about in-office possibilities.

Photos: COASST citizen scientists.  Courtesy of COASST
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WRAC Western Regional Aquaculture Center
Alaska • Arizona • Cal i fornia • Colorado • Idaho • Montana • Nevada • New Mexico • Oregon • Utah • Washington • Wyoming

The Western Regional Aquaculture Center (WRAC) is one 
of five Regional Aquaculture Centers established through 
the National Aquaculture Act of 1980 and the Agriculture 
and Food Act of 1981. Its administrative offices have been 
hosted by SAFS since the WRAC was established. The 
WRAC supports aquaculture development in the 12  
western states through funding research and outreach  
education. It is unique in that research and outreach  
projects reflect industry needs and are designed to impact 
regional aquaculture development through the efforts of 
multi-state research and outreach teams. 

Headed by an executive director, the WRAC’s adminis-
trative office coordinates and facilitates project development, 
oversees the center’s budgets, and is also involved in infor-
mation and technology transfer to industry, academia,  
and the wider community through a variety of avenues  
including outreach publications, workshops, and the 
WRAC website.

SAFS Professor Emeritus Kenneth Chew (see story on 
page 5) was the executive director of the WRAC from its 
inception until 2004, when he retired. Since 2004, WRAC 
has been led by SAFS Professor Graham Young. The admin-
istrative staff include Sarah Merlino, who coordinates the 
annual funding request and manages the sub-awards issued 
to researchers and extension specialists, and Julie Hahn, 
the program manager, who works closely with the WRAC’s 
committees, coordinates all aspects of the funding cycle and 
post-award management, edits and coordinates outreach 
publications, and manages the website. 

Since 1987, the WRAC has supported many SAFS 
students and aquaculture-related research projects. Graham 
estimates that during the last five years or so, the faculty 
working in aquaculture have mentored more than 20  
graduate students and provided research opportunities  
to at least 30 undergraduate students.

Currently, SAFS faculty involved in aquaculture-related 
research include Professor Carolyn Friedman, who studies 
the impact of disease and ocean acidification on shellfish, 
and Associate Professor Steven Roberts, who is involved in 
assessing impacts of environmental change on shellfish and 
in efforts to restore native Olympia oysters (work that is 
fittingly based at the Kenneth K. Chew Center for Shellfish 
Research and Restoration). Jennifer Ruesink (Professor, UW 
Biology) and SAFS Associate Professor Glenn Van Blaricom  
work on shellfish ecology and the impacts of shellfish  
culture and harvesting. Graham focuses on finfish repro-
duction and sablefish aquaculture, and Brent Vadopalas 
(SAFS research scientist) and SAFS Professor Lorenz Hauser 
work on the culture and population genetics of purple 
hinged rock scallop and restoration of native Olympia  
oysters. SAFS Associate Professor Chris Grue has done 
considerable research associated with chemical control of 
burrowing shrimp on oyster beds. 

Anyone wishing to learn more about the WRAC and 
aquaculture research at SAFS can email Graham  
(GrahamY@uw.edu), visit the WRAC website (www.depts.
washington.edu/wracuw), or simply pop into their offices in 
the Fisheries Teaching and Research Building. 

Photo: US Fish and Wildlife Services
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The Kenneth K. Chew Endowed 
Professorship in Aquaculture
Professor Emeritus Kenneth K. Chew is legendary in the  
Pacific Northwest: He developed the small shellfish program 
at UW Fisheries into the largest program of its kind on 
the West Coast. Ken and his many students helped to start 
mussel farming in the region and worked to enhance Manila 
clam and oyster farming. Ken’s contributions to shellfish 
research and the shellfish industry were recently recognized 
in the naming of the Kenneth K. Chew Center for Shellfish 
Research and Restoration, located at NOAA’s Manchester 
Research Station near Port Orchard, WA.

The Kenneth K. Chew Endowed Professorship in  
Aquaculture was established in 2004 to enhance the  
University’s ability to attract distinguished faculty in the 
field of aquaculture science. The professorship is adminis-
tered by Professors Graham Young and Carolyn Friedman. 
Josep Planas (University of Barcelona) was the first resident 
Chew Professor. He enjoyed Seattle and the research  
community here so much that he recently joined the  
International Pacific Halibut Commission as program  
head in Biological and Ecosystem Science 

To contribute to the Kenneth K. Chew Endowment  
and aquaculture research at UW, visit www.giving.uw.edu/
chew or contact Daniel Webb at 206-221-4573 or  
dcwebb@uw.edu.

Sampling sockeye salmon at the mouth of 

Hansen Creek, Alaska. From to left to right 

Kristen Omori (SAFS undergrad), James 

Schreck (SAFS undergrad), and Brian Quinn.  

Photo: Tom Quinn 

Alumni Update
Update your record and sign up for the  
newsletter by email.

Our spring–summer issues are distributed online 
only (email, website), but the fall–winter issues  
continue to be published in print and online.

If you are still receiving printed newsletters, 
please consider switching to email/web. If you 
would like to do so or if you need to update  
your contact information (or both), go to the  
following UW Alumni Subscription Center  
and/or SAFS Alumni Update webpages (applies  
to alumni and friends):
•  Update your contact information 

www.washington.edu/alumni/services/
update-your-information

•  Change newsletter subscription format  
depts.washington.edu/safs/alumni/ 
update.php

Consider a Gift
inspire new ideas

Photos, left to right: Sean Luis, Amanda Phillips

support the School of Aquatic and  
Fishery Sciences and the University  
of  Washington with a gift in your will

giving.uw.edu/planned-giving

For questions, please contact: 
Office of Planned Giving 
206-685-1001     giftinfo@uw.edu

Ken Chew (left) and former Professors and School of 

Fisheries Directors Don Bevan and Dick Van Cleve at 

Big Beef Creek, circa June 1967.  SAFS Archives

5
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Old Friends of Fisheries  

It is a Thursday in March, and I am at Arnie’s Restaurant 
in Edmonds with the Old Friends of Fisheries, a group of 
SAFS alums and retired faculty and staff. This is the second 
time I’ve had the honor to spend time with the group, some 
of whom have been involved with the School and the UW 
since before I was born. Old Friends of Fisheries is one of 
several groups, in Seattle and around the nation, whose 
members share a strong connection to our School. They 
reflect the tight-knit nature of SAFS, its alumni, former 
faculty and staff, and friends. Groups like this stay in touch, 
go to Husky games together, and occasionally even vacation 
together. 

Old Friends of Fisheries appears to have been established 
(no one seems to know exactly when) in the late 1980s by 
Roy Nakatani (BS 1947 and Professor 1970–1988). The 
leadership of the group has changed several times; it has 
included the late Professor Emeritus Robert “Bud” Burgner 
(see depts.washington.edu/safs/newsletter/sprsum_2014/ 
burgner.html for a summary of Bud’s life and work), and 
most recently Bill Hershberger (SAFS Professor 1970–1999). 
Bill keeps a list of more than 50 members—a who’s-who of 
scientists who have had an enormous impact on the conser-
vation and management of fish and fisheries in the Pacific 
Northwest, and indeed the nation.

The group meets every few months. Each meeting starts 
with time to catch up with old friends and colleagues. And, 
it seems each meeting also includes at least one “first timer.” 
This time it was SAFS alum Bill Clark (PhD 1975). Bill 
mentioned that several of his grad school cohort were  
present, including Anne York (MS 1979, Biomathematics). 

Discussions roam widely, from how to get through 
airport security to how well the recent pollock season has 
gone, from the cost of graduate school now compared to 

the 1970s to the latest developments in the School, such as 
the upcoming new faculty hires and the Bevan Symposium 
dedicated to invertebrate fisheries in the North Pacific. 
However, much of the talk is about grandchildren. Bill  
summarizes the view of many by “a grandchild is the reward 
for being a parent.”

Participation at meetings is eclectic: March’s meeting was 
dominated by folks who had worked at the Alaska Fisheries 
Science Center, with a smattering of Northwest Fisheries 
Science Center retirees as well. The group included at least 
one non-retiree, and Alec MacCall, who claimed no direct 
links to the School, past or present, but who has worked 
with many SAFS faculty and alumni. 

What are these folks doing now? “I am working on a 
spatial geostatistical model for gray whales,” says Jeff  
Breiwick (PhD 1993); John Williams (PhD 1978) is a  
consultant on the impacts of dams on fish in the Mekong 
Delta in Cambodia. (John gave an outstanding seminar  
to SAFS on this topic in January.) Bill High (BS 1958) 
seems to win the “I am doing something very different” 
award: collecting and rebuilding World War II armament, 
including tanks.

SAFS is keen to support and foster networks such as Old  
Friends of Fisheries. You can stay in touch with SAFS and your  
cohort by attending our events, such as the Bevan Symposium, 
visiting the SAFS website for the latest news and announce-
ments about upcoming events, and, of course, reading this 
newsletter. We are always interested to hear from our former 
students and colleagues, so please contact me (aepunt@
uw.edu) with news of interest, and continue to support the 
next generation of SAFS students through your gifts. 

Contact Bill (bilnsyl@frontier.com) if you want to join 
Old Friends of Fisheries. 

Old Friends of Fisheries gather in March 2016.    Photo: anonymous barista 
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Awards & Honors 

7

Students 
Degree track and faculty advisers in parentheses

Josh Borin (BS), Nirupam Nigam (BS), Hannah Linder 
(MS, Horne), Ryan Waples (MS, Seeb L), Donna Hauser 
(PhD, Laidre), and Louisa Harding (PhD, Young) received 
SAFS Faculty Merit Awards for 2016. This award recognizes 
outstanding efforts by students who have achieved high 
scholastic standing. 

Jay Dimond (PhD, Roberts) and Martin Arostegui (MS, 
Quinn) netted Hall Conservation Genetics Research Awards 
to work on student-directed projects. Jay was also awarded a 
Graduate Fellowship from the International Society for Reef 
Studies.

Andrea Odell (BS) and Alanna Greene (BS) obtained  
College of the Environment and Del Rio Environmental 
Studies Scholarships. 

Jonathan McLean (BS) received a Nancy Wilcox Endowed 
Scholarship.

Kathleen Gill (BS), Griffin Hoins (BS), and Kyla Bivens 
(incoming freshman, BS) were awarded Clarence H.  
Campbell Endowed Lauren Donaldson Scholarships.

Mathis Messager (MS, Olden) won the Simpson Award 
from the Society for Freshwater Science and a Scholarship  
in Graduate Studies from the Crustacean Society.

Samantha Murphy (BS) and Griffin Hoins (BS) were 
awarded Bonderman Travel Fellowships that will enable 
them to embark on solo journeys that are at least eight 
months long and take them to at least two regions and  
six countries.

Nirupam Nigam (BS) became the 2016 College of the 
Environment Undergraduate Dean’s Medalist. 

Brianna Pierce (MS, Simenstad) netted the Best Student 
Poster Award for “Who is where and when? Fish  
movement and habitat use in an Alaskan estuary” at the 
2015 meeting of the National Estuarine Research Reserve 
System/National Estuarine Research Reserve Association.

Charlie Waters (PhD, Naish) was awarded the Inter- 
national Fisheries Section Fellow Award by the American 
Fisheries Society.

Jessica Hale (PhD, Laidre) received a Dr. Nancy Foster 
Scholarship from NOAA.

Staff
Jeff Cordell received the Seattle Aquarium Conservation 
Research Award for his work leading to incorporating “fish 
friendly” habitat into the new Seattle seawall.

Kathryn Stout was recognized by the College of the  
Environment with a Distinguished Staff Award.

Faculty
Kristin Laidre was the recipient of the 2016 Grace  
Hopper Award for Outstanding Achievement for her  
creative approach to outreach that brings her research to 
many age groups.

Lorenz Hauser received the College of the Environment 
Outstanding Teaching Faculty award.

Julia Parrish was elected a Fellow of the Ecological Society 
of America.

Ray Hilborn was honored with the 2016 International  
Fisheries Science Prize. He was also awarded the 2016  
University Faculty Lecture Award.

l to r: Donna Hauser, Kate Stout, Lorenz Hauser, 

James Dimond, Jessica Hale, Jeff Cordell
Photos: Rachel Faircloth, Courtesy of the College of the Environment  
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—From the Director, continued from page 1

Ray Hilborn was one of the keynote speakers at the  
7th World Fisheries Congress that was held in Busan,  
South Korea, in May. Several SAFS faculty, students, and 
affiliate faculty attended. At the event, Ray was awarded  
the International Fisheries Science Prize. He is the third  
person to win this award, which is sponsored by the  
American Fisheries Society.

The Western Regional Aquaculture Center (WRAC) has 
been a part of SAFS since 1980. Initially led by Professor 
Emeritus Ken Chew, the WRAC is now led by Professor  
Graham Young. Read about the WRAC and how it funds 
research to support the aquaculture industry in the western 
region of the USA in this newsletter (see page 4). 

SAFS had its annual spring picnic on May 10. The 
weather was outstanding and the barbequed fish and 
chicken were wonderful (thanks to David McGowan and 
Jon  for being the master chefs). It was a great day and 
hopefully a sign of what summer in the Pacific Northwest 
will be like this year.

Finally, a huge thank-you to all of those who contributed 
to SAFS in the last year. Your gifts give us the opportunity 
to support undergraduate and graduate students, build the 
program, and explore new ideas.

Best wishes for a sunny, productive, yet relaxing summer.

—André Punt, Director 

meaningful tribute to Lobo. We recorded most of the talks; 
if there is one you would like to see, please contact me.

Citizen science is becoming increasingly popular at 
SAFS and throughout academia. This newsletter high-
lights the Coastal Observation and Seabird Survey Team 
(COASST) (see page 2), a long-standing program within 
SAFS that uses the public, trained by COASST, to survey 
beaches to collect data on bird carcasses washing ashore, the 
amount and type of marine debris, and measures of human 
use of the beach environment. 

In this issue, read about the “Old Friends of Fisheries,” 
a group of alums, former faculty, and friends of the School 
and fisheries in general (see page 6).

SAFS continues to shine on the local, national, and 
international stages. The awards listed in this issue  
(see page 7) contain a near-record number earned by our  
students, staff, and faculty. SAFS members won three  
College of the Environment awards this year, including (for 
the first time) the Distinguished Staff Award (Kate Stout) 
and the Undergraduate Dean’s Medalist (Nirupam Nigam). 
Our faculty keep winning awards, with SAFS Professors 
Kristin Laidre, Julia Parrish, Lorenz Hauser, Ray Hiborn, 
and John Skalski all being recognized for their excellence  
in service and research. 

l to r: Undergrad SAFS majors Kayla Peterson, Grace Workman, and Joycelyn Chui  
at the 2016 SAFS spring picnic.     Photo: Sam Scherer 
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